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THE HYSTERIA OF OUR TIMES: BODIES OF KNOWLEDGE.

“Beauty will be convulsive or not at all ... Convulsive beauty will be veiled-erotic, fixed-explosive, 
magic-circumstantial or not at all.”  André Breton

“Psychoanalysis began with hysteria, and psychoanalytic knowledge will always be worth only 
what our knowledge of this structure is worth.”  Moustapha Safouan

“Where have they gone, the hysterics of yesteryear, those marvellous women, the Anna O’s,  
the Emmy von N’s ...? Not only did they play a certain social role, but when Freud took to 
listening to them, it was they who permitted the birth of psychoanalysis. It was from listening to 
them that Freud inaugurated an entirely new mode of human relation. What replaces those 
hysteric symptoms of old? ... Would not the psychoanalytic craziness have replaced it?” 
 Jacques Lacan

In 2021 the FSM will take up as a work the debt owed by psychoanalysis to the knowledge of 
the hysteric. It was the hysteric’s relationship to the knowledge of medicine at its limits which 
first gave rise to psychoanalysis. At that limit point Freud was able to discern something outside 
the realm of medicine of the time, thereby creating a domain whose interest extends beyond the 
body to the desires, enjoyments and loves which inhabit that body and seek a voice. A re-
engagement with that voice of hysteria may yet fruitfully problematise a psychoanalysis which 
risks foundering on the presumption of a well-founded knowledge.

The fruit of this work will be presented on 2 separate occasions:
1. In Praise of Hysteria,  

A symposium in honour of Moustapha Safouan (17th May 1921–7th November 2020) 
Psychoanalyst. Ex-Analyst L’Ecole Freudienne de Paris. 
Date and venue to be confirmed.

2.  The Hysteria of Our Times: Bodies of Knowledge,  
The School’s annual Homage to Lacan  
Saturday 4th September 2021. Venue to be confirmed.

CONFERENCES

This course provides participants with a rigorous working of the fundamental concepts 
underpinning Freudian and Lacanian theory and clinical practice. It forms an important 
component of the theoretical aspect of the training of analysts and the ongoing work of the 
analysts of the school.

The Seminar is also open to students, scholars and colleagues in related clinical fields, in 
recognition of the importance to psychoanalysis of its extension beyond the clinic.

The Seminar takes place on Wednesdays from 8.00 to 9.30pm. For further information contact 
Harry Constantinou, Convenor of Seminars, 0434922143.

SEMINAR
The Foundations of Psychoanalysis
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“PSYCHOANALYSIS, PHILOSOPHY 
 & THEOLOGY.”

Convenor: David Pereira, (03) 9690 3515

An appraisal of certain fundamental concepts 
in psychoanalysis and the way in which  
they are informed by and inform recurring 
questions in philosophy and theology across 
the realms of metaphysics, ontology, logic 
and ethics.

First Saturday of the month 3.30pm–5.00pm.

THE CHILD, THE ADULT, AND THE 
SUBJECT OF PSYCHOANALYSIS

Convenor: Michael Gerard Plastow, Analyst of 
the School. Tel: 9347 1486 
Email: plastowmg@protonmail.com

In 2021 we will discuss fundamental principles 
of psychoanalysis in reference to shorter and 
lesser-known works of Sabina Spielrein that 
will be translated for the seminar. We will see 
that Spielrein does not make a theoretical 
division between her work with children  
and adults, but her concern is that of the 
subject of psychoanalysis as Lacan would 

later call it. Thus we will be able to examine 
something of the early—but repressed—
history of psychoanalysis.

First Tuesday of each month (generally), 
8–9.30pm, from Tuesday 2 March 2021.

MY BARBARIC YAWP 

Convenor: Peter Gunn, (03) 9347 1707

This Seminar is concerned to demonstrate  
the synergy between writing and psycho-
analysis. Writing is understood here as  
any practice which takes articulation to its 
materiality as inscription. To appropriate the 
words of a poet, here we have ‘dreams set  
by typography.’

The Seminar is structured by presentations 
which draw on the material practice of artists, 
from any field, including writers themselves. 
In this way, each participant, ‘yawping’ in their 
peculiar way, seeks to make this synergy 
palpable in the room.

Second Monday of the month 7.30pm–
9.00pm, commencing March 8, 2021.

These Seminars involve a close reading of 
foundational texts of Freud and Lacan with 
discussion of related clinical and theoretical 
topics.

The Freud Reading seminar: Freud’s case 
studies – Wolfman case , 
From the History of an Infantile Neurosis. 
Last Saturday of the month 11.30am–1.30pm

The Lacan Reading Seminar 
Seminar VIII Transference   
Last Saturday of the month 3.00–5.00pm

Convenor:  
Linda Clifton, 0421 979 496

SEMINARS

READING SEMINARS
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The Freudian School of Melbourne was founded as 
a School of Lacanian Psychoanalysis in 1977.   The 
School takes its direction from the writings of 
Sigmund Freud and Jacques Lacan.  Its task is the 
investigation and transmission of psychoanalysis 
and the formation of Lacanian psychoanalysts.

The School holds an important place in the history 
of psychoanalysis in Australia in having been the 
first to have formed Lacanian psychoanalysts in this 
country; through its work, opening a possibility 
which had previously not existed.  Further, the 
School has opened the study of psychoanalytic 
theory and clinical practice to those scholars and 
clinicians interested in working with, developing and 
questioning the conceptual and clinical dimensions 
of Lacanian psychoanalytic theory and practice.

The School holds as fundamental the fact of 
speaking and writing psychoanalysis in Melbourne, 
Australia, with its particularity of culture, place and 
time, while not eschewing its important place in the 
international psychoanalytic community and its 
recognition within the Psychoanalytic Movement of 
Lacanian Schools within the world.

In addition to the practice of clinical psychoanalysis, 
sustained by psychoanalysts within the School, and 
a programme of internal meetings, seminars, 
cartels, study groups and clinical discussion 
groups, the School offers the following programme 
of activities.  This programme is addressed to 
students, colleagues in related clinical fields, and 
psychoanalysts who wish to take up the particularity 
of their interest in relation to psychoanalysis; from 
those with a specific theoretical or clinical interest to 
those who seek a serious and rigorous formation as 
Lacanian psychoanalysts.

“Fluctuat nec mergitur”
‘It is tossed by the waves, but does not sink’

Directors
Rodney Kleiman (03) 9853 6068

David Pereira (03) 9690 3515

Convenor of Training Committee
Linda Clifton 0421 979 496

Convenor of Seminars
Harry Constantinou 0434 922 143

Secretary
Madeline Andrews (03) 9376 1613

www.fsom.org.au
PO Box 12 Hawthorn VIC 3122 Australia

The Freudian School
of Melbourne

School of Lacanian Psychoanalysis


